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More than 300 scholarship winners, family
members and donors gathered for the annual
Partners-In-Education dinner held at the
Lambuth Inn at Lake Junaluska.
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By Vicki Hyatt | May 31, 2012

LAKE JUNALUSKA — Nearly 100 Haywood
County seniors were awarded more than
$163,000 in scholarship funds this spring during
the Haywood County Schools Foundation
Partners-in-Education dinner.
The foundation raises funds throughout the year
to help provide scholarships, and also partners
with individuals, business owners and
organizations that also provide scholarship funds. 
Foundation President Matt Wells congratulated
the scholarship winners and said the organization
appreciated the opportunity to help Haywood’s
youth to “develop the capacity of discernment.”
Also recognized were the Haywood County
Teacher of the Year and Principal of the Year
received by Tuscola High School Principal Dale
McDonald and Bethel Middle School band

director Stephen Parris.
“To be nominated by my peers is a tremendous gift,” McDonald
told the crowd of about 300 scholarship recipients, family members
and donors. 
He spoke of statistics showing Tuscola is in the top 8 percent
statewide out of 460 high schools, and fifth in the region. Last
year’s graduates received $6.3 million in scholarship offers. 
“You hear negative things about education, but show me what
we’re doing poorly. I don’t see it,” he said.  “We have more
students in AP (advanced placement) classes than ever before.
Tonight shows what we’re doing right.”
Parris has been the band director at Bethel Middle School for 13
yars, and the number of students participating in the program has
grown from 7 percent to 35 percent. The school’s student
yearbook was dedicated to him this year.
“You guys are the superstars tonight,” Parris told the crowd. “I
appreciate all you and your parents do, and I appreciate ,y time at
Bethel. I do love my kids.”
This year’s special recognition for Volunteer of the Year went to
Canton attorney Pat Smathers.
Tom Posey, one of the longest serving foundation board members,
praised Smathers for bringing in more than $1 million in bequeaths
and assets through his work with clients looking for a way to
provide a lasting legacy in the community.
For a complete list of scholarship winners sponsored by The
Mountaineer and shown on page 9A.
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...
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Luxury Mountain

Log Home
This dream home
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4 bedroom home
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Canton, NC
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Family Home
What a great family
home. Hardwood
floors, spacious ...
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... 

Houseplant

Over 5 ft. tall Mask ... 

4 Pc. Double
Bedroom Set.
Includes:

Headboard/Ma... 

Peddler Sq Indoor
Flea Market
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... 

R-19 Insulation,
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and covers 87sqft. ... 
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